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New layers of cultural  
development do not  
destroy previous layers 
Media Ecology 
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Walter Ong 
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Neil Postman 
 
http://www.media-ecology.org/  
It is the study of media environments, the idea that technology and techniques, 
modes of information and codes of communication play a leading role in human 
affairs. Media ecology is the Toronto School, and the New York School. It is 
technological determinism, hard and soft, and technological evolution. It is 
media logic, medium theory, mediology. It is McLuhan Studies, orality–literacy 
studies, American cultural studies. It is grammar and rhetoric, semiotics and 
systems theory, the history and the philosophy of technology. It is the 
postindustrial and the postmodern, and the preliterate and prehistoric. 
—Lance Strate, “Understanding MEA,” In Medias Res 1 (1), Fall 1999 
 
Jacque Ellul, three milieus 
Marshall McLuhan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Timothy Kraft, https://mindbeforeyoumine.com/2010/07/12/mcluhans-tetrad-applied-to-internet/ 
 
Neil Postman 
“Every medium has its bias” 
1.   What is the problem to which [this technology] is a solut ion? 
2.   Whose problem is it? 
3.   What new problems will be created if  this technology is adopted? 
4.   Who will be the losers? (i.e. who will be harmed by this technology?) 
5.   What inst itut ions will gain power? 
6.   What changes in language will this technology bring? 
7.   What alternat ive uses of the technology are possible? 
 
Neil Postman, Technopoly 
 Is a society which believes that  "the pr imary, if  not  the only, goal of human labor  
and thought is eff iciency, that  technical calculat ion is in all respects super ior  to 
human judgment ... and that  the affair s of cit izens are best  guided and conducted 
by exper ts." 
"The milieu in which Technopoly f lour ishes is one in which the t ie between 
informat ion and human purpose has been severed, i.e., informat ion appears 
indiscr iminately, directed at  no one in par t icular , in enormous volume and at  
high speeds, and disconnected from theory, meaning, or  purpose." 
 "to a man with a computer , everything looks like data." 
 

Comparison and Contrast 
Similarities 
Bird’s eye view of human 
development 
Understanding that communication 
technologies have an ecological 
effect 
Division of history into periods 
according to available communication 
technologies 
 
Differences 
Enhancement vs. Death 
Accumulation vs. Replacement 
 
 
 
Specifics vs. open-ended questions 
 
 
Next steps? 
Yuri Rozhdestvensky believed that the most important figures in history 
are teachers. Neil Postman would agree. 
Through education humans may become more aware of the pressures of 
new technologies, and learn to make better choices. 
Accumulative approach to culture and communication may be a better 
pedagogical tool than “death and replacement” approach. 
 
